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AB 32 Fact Sheet -  
California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 

Establishes first-in-the-world comprehensive program of regulatory and  market mechanisms to 
achieve real, quantifiable, cost-effective reductions of greenhouse gases (GHG). 

Makes the Air Resources Board (ARB) responsible for monitoring and reducing GHG emissions.  
Continues the existing Climate Action Team to coordinate statewide efforts. 

Authorizes the Governor to invoke a safety valve in the event of extraordinary circumstances, 
catastrophic events or the threat of significant economic harm, for up to 12 months at a time. 

Requires ARB to: 

• Establish a statewide GHG emissions cap for 2020, based on 1990 emissions by 
 January 1, 2008. 

• Adopt mandatory reporting rules for significant sources of greenhouse gases by  
January 1, 2008. 

• Adopt a plan by January 1, 2009 indicating how emission reductions will be achieved from 
significant GHG sources via regulations, market mechanisms and other actions. 

• Adopt regulations by January 1, 2011 to achieve the maximum technologically feasible and 
cost-effective reductions in GHGs, including provisions for using both market mechanisms 
and alternative compliance mechanisms.   

• Convene an Environmental Justice Advisory Committee and an Economic and Technology 
Advancement Advisory Committee to advise ARB. 

• Ensure public notice and opportunity for comment for all ARB actions.   
• Prior to imposing any mandates or authorizing market mechanisms, requires ARB to 

evaluate several factors, including but not limited to:  impacts on California’s economy, the 
environment, and public health; equity between regulated entities; electricity reliability, 
conformance with other environmental laws, and to ensure that the rules do not 
disproportionately impact low-income communities. 

• Adopt a list of discrete, early action measures by July 1, 2007 that can be implemented 
before January 1, 2010 and adopt such measures. 

 

For More Information: 

Please contact the ARB toll-free at (800) END-SMOG/(800) 363-7664 (California only) or (800) 
272-4572.  For information on the ARB's Climate Change Program, visit 
www.arb.ca.gov/cc/cc.htm.  You may obtain this document in an alternative format by contacting 
ARB’s Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator at (916) 322-4505 (voice); (916) 324-9531 
(TDD, Sacramento only); or (800) 700-8326 (TDD, outside Sacramento). 
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