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California Environmental Justice Alliance September 2017 letter opposing regionalization bills 

Regionalization Increases Coal Plant Emissions and CA Air 

Pollution
The CAISO study showed that a regional grid, 

“would result in an increase in the dispatch of 

coal power plants that would lead to higher 

greenhouse gas emissions in the region by 2020.” 

~ Sierra Club
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“Air quality in disadvantaged communities and 

communities already breathing unhealthy air could be 

worse under a regional grid: The studies conducted by 

CAISO show emission increases at some facilities due 

to a regional market.” 

~California Environmental Justice Alliance

https://content.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2016/05/new-study-shows-proposed-california-pacificorp-energy-market-integration
https://www.pexels.com/photo/sky-clouds-building-industry-39553/
https://sandiego350.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/CEJA-Oppose-Letter-on-AB-726-and-AB-813.pdf


Source: California Independent System Operator (CAISO)

CA Law Requires ISO Accountability to CA Consumers to Minimize Costs, 
Protect the Environment & Maximize Available Electricity to CA Consumers

CAISO runs both our electricity markets & our 
transmission grid, following both CA & Federal law

• Section 345.5(b) mandates that CAISO “shall manage the transmission 

grid and related energy markets in a manner consistent with:” 

1. “Reducing . . . overall economic cost to the state’s consumers” 

(b)(2) & “minimiz[ing] cost impact on ratepayers. . . .”(b)(5)

2. “Applicable state law intended to protect the public’s health and 

the environment.” (b)(3)

3. “Maximizing availability of existing electricity generation 

resources necessary to meet the needs of the state’s electricity 

consumers.” (b)(4)

• The Legislature created the CAISO as a state-created CA public 

benefits corporation with specific duties to CA and AG & legislative 

oversight. CAISO board members answer to California.

https://www.caiso.com/about/Pages/OurBusiness/The-ISO-grid.aspx
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Coal + Fossil Plants & Utilities Pervade the Western States

Source Data: 

• Berkshire Hathaway Energy, https://theenergycouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Scott-Thon.Berkshire-Hathaway-Energy-Transition-Panel-Dec-22.pdf

• U.S. Energy Information Administration, https://atlas.eia.gov/apps/coal/explore

Coal-Fired Generators
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