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Gasoline Price Report Highlights

•Gasoline Excise Tax History

• Sales and Revenue Over Time  

•California Retail Market and Retail 

Margins  

• Price Variation and the Increasing Gap 

Between Brands

• Further Analysis
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Major Changes to State Excise and 
Sales Taxes on Gasoline
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California Gasoline Excise Tax ($) and State 
Sales Tax (%) Rates (FY 1970-2025)
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California Gasoline Excise Tax Adjusted for 
Inflation (FY 1923-2025)
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California Gasoline Excise Tax, (1923-2026), Real 2025 dollars



California Gasoline Gallons Sold 
(FY 2000-2024)
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California Gasoline Revenue
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Inflation-Adjusted California Gasoline 
Revenue
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California Retail Gasoline Market Share, 
2010–2024 
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Retail Price and Margin
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Accelerating Divergence from Median Retail Gas 
Price
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Retail Price Difference Two Gas Stations 
Selling the Same Brand and Grade
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Top vs. Bottom 100 Gas Stations. Significant 
Retail Price Difference
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Average difference $1.76



Top vs. Bottom 500 Gas Stations
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Average difference 

$1.28/gallon



Further Analysis

• Retail outlet ownership concentration statewide and in local 
markets.

• The widespread use of new pricing software systems and 
their impact on prices.

• How shifts in pricing strategies for brands may be impacting 
the broader market as well as local competition in the 
gasoline retail market
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